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If you want to make money on the internet, one of the most lucrative ways to do so is to sell a 
product or service. What’s really awesome is that you don’t even have to have your own 
products or services to make a lot of money. You can sell other people’s products and 
services to earn a living. All you have to do is find a product you want to promote, sign up to 
become an affiliate, grab your affiliate link and show it to others. They will then click on it, buy 
the item and you’ll walk away with a fat commission check. 

To say that this is simplifying the process would be an understatement, so in this report we’re 
going to explain how to get started with affiliate marketing from the beginning. This will ensure 
that you are going about everything correctly so that you can maximize your earnings quickly. 
But, one thing is for sure - affiliate marketing is a better way to earn money than advertisements, 
or any other type of selling online other than having your own products and services. So, let’s 
get started. 

Getting Started

To get started you’ll need to do a few things. It’s important not to skip anything here. If you follow 
these instructions, you’ll be able to create success for yourself.  

So many people like to read how to do things, but they also like reinventing the wheel. The truth 
is, you don’t need to. So many people have already been successful. You need to follow those 
people and do what they do so that you can create the same success. They’ve already made 
the mistakes. You don’t need to make the same ones. You can be successful without making 
those mistakes. 

Choose Your Niche

Yes, even if you’re an affiliate marketer, you need to choose a niche. The best niche will be one 
in which you already have some expertise, knowledge and skill. There are a few different 
methods for choosing a niche, but the best way to do it is to pick the type of people you like to 
help and then figure out what they need. 

• Do Some Research – Take some time to research your audience so that you can figure 
out what they want and need. You can research keywords within the niche and you 
might get some ideas about what type of products you will need to find for them. Check 
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out the products and figure out if you think you can make a living. How many people are 
in the audience? How many products can you find that offer quality and a high 
commission? 

• Start with Your Own Problems – The entire point of picking a niche is to find an 
audience with a problem that you can solve. In the case of affiliate marketing you’ll want 
to also locate the products that will help. A great place to start is with you. What types of 
problems do you have that products you can find online will solve? 

• Know in Advance How You’ll Market – When you’ve found a niche you think you like, 
take the time to figure out how you might market to that niche. Create a list of ways to 
market, such as a website, social media, Blab.im, webinars and so forth. Figure out 
where the audience hangs out and develop a strategy to get to know this audience using 
social media. 

• Look at the Trends – Before you jump head first into the niche you’ve discovered, take 
the time to look at the trends. Read industry news; look at social media to see what 
people are saying. Identify your competition and decide whether or not you can add 
something new to the conversation. You don’t have to market anything new to the 
audience; believe it or not, you just need to do it a little differently than the competition. 
Maybe do it just a little better. Find a way to add value that other people aren’t doing. 

Once you pick a niche, you’ll be able to start locating products, but even while you’re in the 
product search phrase you can get started with your website. 

Create a Website

Your website should be user friendly and focused on the audience and niche you chose. Come 
up with a good domain name that has the niche name inside the URL. Always choose a .com 
name and try to avoid hyphens. You want the URL to be SEO friendly, plus attractive to your 
audience and easy to remember. 

• It Must Be Mobile – Today, it’s imperative that your website is mobile friendly. Google 
will penalize any websites that don’t work on mobile devices. But, aside from that fact, 
most people access websites today using their smartphones and other devices. 
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Therefore, if you want them to buy products from you, you’ll need the website to work on 
mobile devices. 

• Keep It Updated – Another factor about the website is that it needs to stay updated. 
Google and other search engines analyze the activity on your website to determine if it’s 
an active website or not. This will help keep the search engines ranking your website so 
that you can attract visitors. 

• Mind Your SEO – There is a lot to SEO. Both on- and off-page SEO are important to 
help you get more visitors to your website so that you can recommend the products to 
them that they need to solve the problems you’ve identified. 

• Use Self-Hosted WordPress – One of the best website builders you can use is self-
hosted WordPress. The themes are SEO friendly and user friendly. Plus, it isn’t hard to 
use. If you can use your online bank account, you can figure out how to use self-hosted 
WordPress. 

Your website should be easy to navigate. There shouldn’t be any mistake about what people will 
get from visiting your website, and how you can help them. You’ll use your blog to discuss 
problems and issues that they have, and then offer solutions to them.  

Find Products You Want to Promote 

There are a lot of things to consider when you are looking for products that you want to 
promote. The real rule for finding products is to choose ones that are high quality and that meet 
the criteria below. 

• Solve a Problem – Ensure that your products solve a problem that your audience has. 
That’s honestly what your audience wants; they just want you to solve their problems or 
to point them to the thing that will solve their problems. If you can do that for them, they’ll 
be a customer for life. 

• Price Matters – The fact is that selling items that are low priced can work, but what you 
really want to shoot for is higher commissioned products so that you can earn a living 
selling fewer products rather than more. But, usually you start with a lower price product 
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to get your customers into your email list, and then promote higher priced products to the 
people who bought the lower priced product.  

• Quality Is Important – Do not promote products if you’re not sure about the quality. If 
you can’t get a sample of a product, reconsider buying it. At least go through the process 
that your customer will go through. Go to the sales page. Does the page say the right 
things? How difficult is the checkout procedure? If you go through with the purchase, is it 
easy to get your purchase? However difficult or simple the procedure is, the audience 
will blame you. 

If you find quality products that solve a problem for your audience, focus on just two or three 
related products rather than more. Don’t go outside of your niche. If it’s something that solves a 
problem you’ve identified that your audience has, then you should promote that. But, don’t 
promote different products that do the same thing. 

Making It All Work

Once you’ve found products that you want to promote to your audience, you’ll need to 
accomplish a few important tasks. The main ones are signing up as an affiliate, using the links, 
and tracking your commissions. 

Sign Up as an Affiliate

Before you sign up as an affiliate, if you live in the USA, please check the laws in your state. 
Some states have different affiliate marketing rules than others in terms of collecting sales tax 
and that sort of thing. Plus, you should get an EIN (employer identification number) to give to 
companies rather than your social security number. You do not need employees to get this 
number. You can do it in seconds online with the IRS.  

This number will protect your personal information from getting in the wrong hands. Even if you 
do your due diligence and check out everyone carefully, it’s safer to use this number. Once 
you’ve signed up as an affiliate, you will be given a special link to use to promote the products. 
Many businesses also offer graphics, email templates and more to help you promote the 
products. Read all the rules and their terms of service to be assured that you’re not breaking 
any. 
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How to Use Your Affiliate Links 

Once you’ve been approved as an affiliate, you can start using your special affiliate links to 
promote the product. There are some interesting ways in which you can use these links that 
might make things easier for you. The special link generates a cookie on the person’s computer 
who uses that link to click through to the website. 

Different affiliate programs have different ways to track, but in general you want to find business 
owners who offer lifetime cookies. This means that no matter when the person decides to buy 
the product, you’ll get the credit. Some perfectly good products offer shorter tracking times than 
that, but if you look around you’ll find better deals. Remember - the longer the cookie is good 
for, the better for you.  

You may choose to use your affiliate link as is, but a better way to do it is to create redirects 
using your own website. A redirect of some kind will look better, reduce commission hijacking, 
save work later if a program stops or changes, and more.  

For example, the link may look like this:  

Yourdomainname.com 

You may want to make the link to the product look like this:  

Yourdomainname.com/product 

This type of link will appear less frightening to your buyers and help you keep track better of 
each click through. The way you do this is to create a redirect for the link. You can create 
redirects manually or by using a plugin. 

Manual Redirects 

You can use cPanel from your hosting company just by finding the domain's area of your cPanel 
and find “redirect” - then click on it. Simply enter the information in the space provided, for 
example this URL:  
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Yourdomainname.com/product 

Then paste the affiliate link given in the space that says “redirects to”. Choose to use the 
redirect whether they remember to type in the www or not. Now, you can use the pretty link you 
made to promote the product. 

Yourdomainname.com/product 

Anytime anyone clicks on that link they’ll be taken to the affiliate sales page instead of your 
website. You don’t even need to make a new page on your site to do this.  

Plugins 

If you use WordPress, there are a few themes and plugins that you can use to do this too. You 
can use  

• PrettyLinkPro.com,  

• Hidden Affiliate Links (http://patchlog.com/hidden-affiliate-links/) 

• Simple URLs (https://wordpress.org/plugins/simple-urls/) 

• and more.  

All offer you the ability to easily manage your affiliate links better, make them look better, and 
also help you save time if something changes. Imagine how hard it is to scrub an entire website 
of affiliate links in hundreds of blog posts if you needed to. With a plugin you don’t have to; you 
can manage them from the plugin dashboard. 

Not only for the points above, but if you use some sort of link improvement other than the raw 
affiliate link, you’ll also be able to track clicks easier as they’ll be counted by your tracking 
software. This is because it’s your URL instead of theirs. 
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Track Commissions 

One of the most important aspects of being successful as an affiliate marketer is to track your 
commissions. You want to track clicks and commissions so that you can know what products 
are selling better than others. If you are getting hundreds of clicks on a particular link but no 
sales, then something is wrong with the sales page - which you can’t fix since it’s not your 
product. If you’re not getting very many clicks, then it’s something you can fix by creating better 
content and by doing more explaining about why the product will solve your audience’s 
problems. 

It’s important to understand how everything works together so that you can be assured that 
you’re being paid for your work, and that your customers are also happy with their purchases.  

to be continued…

Up Next: 
• Top 10 Mistakes Made By Newbie Affiliate Marketers 

• Affiliate MarkeQng 101 

• Ge$ng Traffic The Right Way 

• and more… 

So what do you think so far? 

Please drop me a line at prof-neil@localmarketing.university with any questions or 
comments. I’d really love to hear what you think! 
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